INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS

(Asperger’s, High Functioning Autism, PDD/NOS, Non-Verbal Language Disorder)

· If you have social skills deficits, you will also have academic learning problems (Writing, inferences, comprehension, organization, estimating)

· Like facts and figures – very concrete

· Think in black and white; creative work more difficult

· Usually have limited range of understanding emotional words

· Difficulty making and keeping friends

· 94% of kids with ASD are shunned by their peers

· 88% of people with Asperger’s and related disorders are unemployed as adults!

· Affects 1 in 250-500 people (range varies according to source)

· Males are more prevalent with ASD  - 4 boys to 1 girl

· Anxiety and depression are very common in ASD

· Sensory issues (textures, lights, smells, etc.) can affect learning

· Biggest issues are organization and initiation of communication

(starting a conversation, asking for help, greeting others, etc.)

