Journal Topics

Directions: Each cycle, choose to respond in journal entry form to any one of the following writing prompts.  The questions that follow the prompt might be things you respond to in your journal entry, but they should not be answered in list format.  Some of these thinking questions might not even be included in your response.  The questions are designed simply to get you to think about the topic and to help you expand your thoughts.  Journal entries are due every other Day Six of the cycle starting 12-20.   
How important is it for you to win at something?  Is this drive or lack of drive to win important or unimportant in your life?  Explain why.

Do you usually get the grades you should in school? If not, why not? What would make you try harder?  What changes could you make? What might help you to direct things differently?  

If you do get the grades you should, why do you? What motivates you? Could this ever change?

Are grades a valid measure of a student’s achievement?

Describe your biggest fear?  Why do you fear this?

If a good friend did something bad and you were asked about it, what would you do?  How would the friend react? What should you do? What would be most difficult about this situation?

If you could be invisible for a day, describe what you would do in detail.  Remember that you only have 24 hours and being invisible doesn’t mean you can fly. Please write appropriately.  

Imagine that your principal told you she/he wanted to make school better and would change it in any one way you suggested.  What would you change?  Why/How would it make the school better?

What do you like most about your best friend?  What would you change about your best friend?  Why are you a good friend? What faults do you have as a friend?

What are some of the hardest things about growing up?  What makes them so difficult?

When someone says you are just like your mom or your dad, do you like it? Do you try more to be like your parents or to be different from them?

What was the luckiest thing that ever happened to you?  Describe this in detail.

Do you act like a different person when you are with your friends, your family, or your schoolmates?  Why do you act differently?  How do you act differently or what do you differently?  Do you view these differences as just part of your personality or are certain things expected of you by different people?

Describe something that you love doing now, but probably won’t enjoy doing in two to five years?  Why will things change?  Why do you enjoy this activity now?

If this Saturday you could do absolutely anything you wanted, what would you do?

Do you wish your parents would question you less or more about what do you and how you feel?  Why?

What do you dream for yourself and the future?

What are you most thankful for in your life?

Imagine that:
Everyone only lived until age 25.

Mirrors didn’t exist.

Animals could speak.

All food came in the form of a pill.

Everyone looked exactly the same.

The only colors in the world were white and black.

Television, movies and mass media were suddenly outlawed.

Students had the option of leaving school at 12 to take a job.

You could swap places with another person for a week.

You could relive one day in the past.

You never needed any sleep.

Your choice: Two times during the trimester, you can choose to write about something that concerns you, that you feel passionately about, that upsets you, that intrigues you, or that you simply want to write about. (This is not a requirement.  You can always choose from the list provided. This is just an option.)

Reminders: 

Well-developed, detailed writing
Written legibly  

Written on the paper that is provided (However, it’s more important to get it in on time than to have it on the right paper.)

A thoughtful, well-developed response to the topic

Careful attention to conventions (spelling, grammar, etc.) 

* Filling both sides with huge handwriting is not equal to a well-developed, detailed entry. 

