On the Waterfront

Thematic Essay

Due Day 1 – Jan. 27

A major factor contributing to the quality and popularity of the film On the Waterfront is its well-developed and thought-provoking themes.  

· Choose one of the themes identified from your viewing of the film and/or small group discussion as the focus of this writing. 

· Your essay should clearly identify the theme you are choosing to examine in your thesis.  

· The evidence to support your thesis and main point claims must include specific events/scenes/lines from the film. 

· At least one third of the paper must be a discussion of the theme’s relevance to today’s society.  

· A well-developed essay with strong support would likely be 2 pages double-spaced or more.  

Remember:   -do not use “you” or “I”


         -underline or italicize titles


         -use present tense when referring to a movie – as if it happening right then


         -support your claims with specific examples 



         -original thesis with assertion

Don’t forget to submit your paper to Turnitin.com!

Essay Organization

I. Introduction

A. Attention Device:


B. Bridge:

C. Thesis:

II
Body

A. State first main point
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     1.

     2.

     3.

Transition – provides closure on first point and moves us into the  second
B.  State second main point


     1.

     2.

     3.

Transition into third point– provides closure on second point and moves us   into the third
C. State third main point


     1.

     2.

     3.

(Transition into fourth point)

III. Conclusion

A.  Restate Thesis:

B.  Review Main Points:

C.  Final Thought:

Rubric on next page

	Film Study
	Thematic Essay
	
	Name_________
	
	

	Attention Device
	strong, interesting introduction
	interesting introduction
	ineffective introduction
	lacks an introduction
	


	Bridge
	smooth, strong connection to thesis
	connected to thesis
	weak connection to thesis
	none
	

	Thesis
	strong thesis indicating judgment
	adequate thesis
	weak thesis
	no thesis
	

	Support (Quality) MP1/2
	strong support for claims
	adequate support for claims
	weak support for claims
	no support for claims
	

	MP 3 - Relevance
	strong support for claims
	adequate support for claims
	weak support for claims
	no support for claims
	Needs 2 MPs on film, 1 MP on today's society

	Evidence from Film
	clear, precise references
	identifiable references
	vague references
	inaccurate references
	

	Restated Thesis
	thesis is clear and reworded
	thesis is present but not restated
	 not restated/vague relation to thesis
	no restated thesis
	

	Review of Main Points
	main points are indicated clearly
	main points are  indicated adequately
	main points are  indicated weakly
	no review/ incomplete/ unclear
	

	Reference to A.D./Final Thought
	strong connection to attention device
	related to attention device
	unrelated to attention device/unclear
	lacks reference to attention device
	

	Conventions
	very few/no errors in mechanics
	some errors
	frequent errors
	many errors - difficult to read
	

	Reminders:
	Avoid "you"
	Commas usage
	Identify titles
	Present tense
	


Analysis of theme in the film





Analysis of theme in the film





Analysis of theme’s relevance to today’s society











