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Course Description
Film Study is a writing course.  We will use film as a medium for discussion and written response.  We will discuss some film terminology and techniques in this course; however the focus of the course is the critical analysis and interpretation of various works through writing and discussion.
Films
We will view eight films during the trimester.  The films will be from a variety of genres and time periods.  Language Arts Department policy states that if you feel uncomfortable watching a film because of theme, content, language, etc., you should talk to your instructor in advance of the viewing, and we will select an alternate film to watch. Assessments remain the same.
Assignments
      During the course of the trimester, you will:

                  * write a set of classroom viewing guidelines

                  * identify the components of film making

                  * learn and use the key terms connected to film making

                  * write eight papers of varying styles

                  * lead with a group a presentation on a film       
                  * take quizzes on films viewed


      * submit papers to turnitin.com

* Additional assignments and quizzes may be added during the trimester.
Failure to complete any required assignment will result in a failure for the class.

Assignments not submitted to Turnitin.com will not be awarded grades until submission is made. 

Papers over a cycle late will receive a holistic grade without comments.  

Late work automatically loses 20 percent of the possible points.
Attendance/ Task Management/ Attitude

Students are expected to be in class for the entire time scheduled.  Daily points will be earned by modeling the 5 P’s (Prompt Positive Prepared Productive Polite) and compiled at the end of every cycle.  Points will only be granted if in attendance. This trimester equates to 110 possible points for demonstrating the 5 P’s. 
If the student has been absent, it is his/her responsibility to make up the missed class(es).  Deadlines for assignments will not be extended except in extenuating circumstances; do not expect due date extensions simply because a class has been missed.  If an assignment is due during the absence, it will be due immediately when the student returns. Unexcused absences will result in a zero for any assignments due on that day. However, the learner will still be expected to complete the assignment for learning credit.  
In this course, providing and receiving constructive feedback is essential to quality learning. It is unlikely that a student with excessive absences would fulfill the A or B grade.  In addition to delivering presentations, students are responsible for providing a complete paper trail for their work.  Inability to produce a required paper trail results in a lower grade or failure. Papers over a cycle late will receive a holistic grade without comments.
Students will be required to utilize Turnitin.com.  Failure to do so will result in no credit for the assignment. 
Viewing Requirements: It is essential that the student views the films in their entirety for quality discussion and writing. Anything that interferes with the viewing of the film, such as cellphone usage, tardies, and/or talking, will result in a deduction of the grade for the student.  Note that multiple reductions can occur and notification of an infraction might not be immediate since disruption of the film will be avoided.  As per the student handbook, first violation of a cellphone is a warning and for subsequent violations the phone is turned over and is available at the end of the school day in the office, etc.  Excessive violations will result in a loss of points on the paper associated with the film.
Absences
1.  Absent during part or all of the viewing of a film: you must make arrangements on your own to view the film. Films are made available to be viewed at school or they can be rented.
       
2.  Absent the date of your in-class presentation: you must complete an extension project related to your specific film as a make-up assignment.
      
 3.  If you miss a discussion day, you are required to write a one page reaction to the film providing your own insights. If you do not write a reflection, you will lose points for that day’s discussion.  
4. Assignments are available on my staffpage. 

*Remember that you are responsible for making up the learning that took place while you were absent.
Grades:

100%      = A+  

88-89%   = B+

78-79%   = C+

68-69%   =D+

93-99%   = A

83-87%   = B

73-77%   = C

63-67%   =D

90-92%   = A-

80-82%   = B-

70-72%   = C-

60-62%   =D-











< 60%
    =F           
Academic Integrity/Language Arts Policy
Purpose: All students are encouraged to exhibit personal honesty in their work and expect the same from others.  Doing so allows each student to be evaluated on his or her personal accomplishments and compete on an equal basis with all other students for the scholastic achievements that are awarded within and outside the Apollo High School Community.

Definition:  

    With regard to individuals, academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to:

1.  Cheating on a quiz or test by using concealed answers or by copying another student’s work
2.  Copying an assignment or worksheet, or sharing information about an assignment or test

3.  Offering to another student the answers to an assignment, worksheet, or test, whether solicited

or unsolicited, in written or verbal communications

4.  Theft of intellectual property, such as assignments, worksheets, notes, notebooks, tests, or test

answer keys

5.  Lying to a teacher about academic activities

6.  Failing to indicate quotations taken from a source or failing to identify sources in writing 

(i.e., plagiarism)
With regard to groups and group work, the same policies shall apply, altered by the circumstances of the task involved.  Students are to be informed of the limits of cooperation permitted and should seek prior additional information in situations where they are unclear as to appropriate limits.

Unless explicitly announced otherwise by the teacher, students are expected to work alone on all assignments.

Penalty: Students who act in an academically dishonest manner will receive no credit (a zero)

for any and all assignments that were not their own intellectual work.  Academic dishonesty

also may result in additional consequences such as failure of the course.

Ms. Kaercher is available by appointment or by chance Period 3 and Period 5 or before and after school.
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Ms. Kaercher
Course Description:  
This course is designed to provide students with the background and experience necessary to gather information, use it in a research paper, and provide the necessary documentation according to current Modern Language Association (MLA) guidelines.  Instruction in utilizing research tools, note taking, outlining, writing drafts, and revising are provided.  Exercises designed to improve the student’s understanding of style and sophisticated sentence structures are also a part of this course.  Students will express their research in a variety of forms.  

Required Assessments:  Students will produce a variety of research based written products including one major research paper and a presentation of findings.  All products include providing research, all steps of the pre-writing process, and submission to turnitin.com.

Attendance/Task Management:

Students are expected to be in class for the entire time scheduled.  Daily points will be earned by modeling the 5 P’s (Prompt Positive Prepared Productive Polite) and compiled at the end of every cycle.  Points will only be granted if in attendance. This trimester equates to 110 possible points for demonstrating the 5 P’s. 
   Due to the nature of the writing process, it is essential that daily homework is completed to provide the foundation for the next step the following day.  Students who do not pass daily homework checks earn a zero for that day’s homework points. 

The learner is expected to be in class for the entire time scheduled.  Each learner is expected to come to class prepared to learn with appropriate materials and a proactive attitude.  Active, relevant participation is expected from each learner.

If the learner is absent, it is his/her responsibility to make up the missed class(es).  Deadlines will not be extended except in extenuating circumstances; do not expect deadline exceptions because of an absence.  

Late work results in a deduction of 20% of the possible points.
Failure to complete any required assessment will result in a failure for the class.

Assignments not submitted to Turnitin.com will not be awarded grades until submission is made. 

Course Content

Upon completion of this course, the learner will be able to:
· select and limit a topic;

· utilize current media center/research technology;

· locate credible and appropriate sources;

· develop critical reading, viewing, and listening skills needed to process information to locate essential data;

· develop a thesis statement about a research topic;


· produce an organizational plan for a research paper;

· understand the difference between primary and secondary sources;

· conduct research using primary sources;

· understand “common knowledge” as it applies to audience;

· discern quotable material versus paraphrasable material;

· understand what constitutes plagiarism and thus avoid it;

· take notes and produce bibliography cards;

· document source material utilizing current MLA standards; and

· synthesize information into a research product that specifically supports a thesis
Grades


Successful completion of all assignments is expected and required.  Active participation in classroom discussion is also a factor in grading.  Late work is subjected to a twenty percent reduction.  Deadlines for late work will be posted throughout the trimester.  Extra credit is not an option; certain extensions may be assigned or optional.  


Grades:


100%      = A+  

88-89%   = B+

78-79%   = C+

68-69%   =D+

93-99%   = A

83-87%   = B

73-77%   = C

63-67%   =D

90-92%   = A-

80-82%   = B-

70-72%   = C-

60-62%   =D-











< 60%
    =F           
Academic Integrity/Language Arts Policy
Purpose: All students are encouraged to exhibit personal honesty in their work and expect the

same from others.  Doing so allows each student to be evaluated on his or her personal accomplishments and compete on an equal basis with all other students for the scholastic achievements that are awarded within and outside the Apollo High School Community.

Definition:  

    With regard to individuals, academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to:

1.  Cheating on a quiz or test by using concealed answers or by copying another student’s work.

2.  Copying an assignment or worksheet, or sharing information about an assignment or test

3.  Offering to another student the answers to an assignment, worksheet, or test, whether solicited or unsolicited, in written or verbal communications

4.  Theft of intellectual property, such as assignments, worksheets, notes, notebooks, tests, or test answer keys

5.  Lying to a teacher about academic activities

6.  Failing to indicate quotations taken from a source or failing to identify sources in writing (i.e., plagiarism).

With regard to groups and group work, the same policies shall apply, altered by the circumstances of the task involved.  Students are to be informed of the limits of cooperation permitted and should seek prior additional information in situations where they are unclear as to appropriate limits.

Unless explicitly announced otherwise by the teacher, students are expected to work alone on all assignments.

Penalty: Students who act in an academically dishonest manner will receive no credit (a zero) for any and all assignments that were not their own intellectual work.  Academic dishonesty also may result in additional consequences such as failure of the course.

Ms. Kaercher is available by appointment or by chance Period 3 and 5 or before and after school.

cynthia.kaercher@isd742.org
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Advisory Hour: 5
Course Description

Language Arts 9 Writing is a required course.  In this course, students will learn how to write a basic essay using the writing process and incorporating the six traits of quality writing.  This course will help prepare students for the assessments they will encounter during their high school career, including the basic skills test in writing.

Course Content




*Language Conventions/Grammar Review

*Writing Process (Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, Editing)

*Essay Writing

* The Six+1 Traits of Writing

*Vocabulary Development

*Sources/Reference Materials (MLA)

*Journal Writing

*Independent Reading/Reading Responses

Attendance Policy/Task Management/ Attitude/ Participation

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to make up the missed class(es). For convenience, a class notebook with a summary of each class, listed handouts, notes, and assignments will be available for you to peruse.  If you are absent, start by reviewing this notebook.  If there are still questions, these should be directed to the instructor.

 Deadlines for long term assignments will not be extended except in extenuating circumstances; do not expect due date extensions simply because you missed a class.  If an assignment was due when you were absent, it will be due immediately upon your return. Unexcused absences will result in a zero for any assignments due on that day. However, the learner will still be expected to complete the assignment for learning credit. 

Daily points will be earned by modeling the 5 P’s (Prompt Positive Prepared Productive Polite)

and compiled at the end of every cycle.  Points will only be granted if in attendance. (2 points per day.)

This trimester equates to 110 possible points for demonstrating the 5 P’s.
Late work

Late cycle assignments (vocab, journals) are not accepted.  Late work will automatically lose 20% of the possible points.  Students will be informed if the penalty is greater for specific assignments. 

Grades

In this class, students will be graded on a point system with different values assigned to various assessments, tests, and quizzes.  This point system will tie into the basic percent standards set below in order to assign grades.  Percentages do not round up.

              100%  = A+  

93-99%   = A

83-87%   = B

73-77%   = C

63-67%   =D

90-92%   = A-

80-82%   = B-

70-72%   = C-

60-62%   =D-

88-89%   = B+

78-79%   = C+

68-69%   = D+

< 60%
    =F

Enrichment 

Students and parents who wish to extend learning experiences of this course are encouraged to access some of the sources and opportunities listed below.  However, enrichment activities may not be used as extra credit to replace loss of points resulting from incomplete course work.


Read critical analyses of writing


Write additional essays exploring various topics


Keep a writer’s journal 


Continue your study of effective writing


Collect strong examples of the six traits of writing


Attend community functions featuring public speaking


Continue to build your vocabulary in a regular manner through reading and viewing


Read at least one daily newspaper each day and/or watch the nightly news 
Language Arts Department Literature Policy

The District has an Alternative Selection Policy for students and parents who object to the content of materials-including books and videos.

Academic Integrity Policy

The following is the Language Arts Department policy on academic integrity.  You are accountable for it.

    Purpose statement: All students are expected to exhibit personal honesty in their work. 

    Academic integrity allows each learner to be evaluated on his or her personal accomplishments

    and compete on an equal basis with all other students for their scholastic achievements.

    Definition statement: Academic dishonesty includes, but it not limited to:

    1.  Cheating on a quiz or test

    2.  Copying an assignment or worksheet, or divulging information about a test.

    3.  Offering to another student the answers to an assignment, worksheets or test, whether

         solicited or unsolicited, in written or verbal communications.

    4.  Theft of intellectual property, such as assignments, worksheets, tests, or answer keys.

    5.  Lying to a teacher about academic activities

    6.  Failing to indicate quotations taken from a source or failing to identify sources in writing

         (i.e., plagiarism).

     Unless explicitly announced otherwise by the instructor, students are expected to work alone

     on all assignments.

     Penalty: Students who act in an academically dishonest manner will receive no credit (a zero)

     for any and all assignments which were not their own intellectual work.  Academic 

     dishonesty may also result in additional consequences, such as failure of the course.            

