Film Study



Casablanca 


Prequel/Sequel
Due 1/10/2012
Often, a film gains such popularity that Hollywood wants to continue telling the story – even if there was no intention to do so when the original film was made. This is your chance to beat Hollywood at its own game.
Write a prequel (events that occur before the movie begins) or a sequel (events that occur after the movie ends) to Casablanca. For this assignment you can team up with a classmate.  Only one student needs to submit it to Turnitin.com.
As you write your story, be certain to stay true to the film and its characters.  Do not radically alter characters’ personalities.  You may include any new characters you deem necessary, but your main characters should be from Casablanca.  
Your story may be written in narrative or play/script form.  (If you use play/script form, be sure to include stage directions.)  Remember to edit your writing carefully.  This must be typed, double-spaced, and a minimum of four pages for a script and three pages for a narrative. Remember that dialogue starts a new line. 
If you are writing a screenplay:

· the font MUST be Courier New, 12 pt.
· dialogue must be centered
· scene headings are in all capital letters
· descriptions of how a character should speak or what he/she should do are in parentheses
The main characters from the film:


Rick Blaine



Ugarte (originally had the exit visas)


Ilsa Lund



Captain Louis Renault


Victor Laszlo



Ferrari (owner of the Blue Parrot)


Sam (the piano player)


Major Strasser (the German)

Here are some possible ideas for both the prequel and sequel; feel free to choose one of these or come up with one of your own.

Prequel:



Sequel:


How Rick and Ilsa meet


Rick and Renault as resistance fighters 

Rick’s previous life


Victor and Ilsa’s relationship


Ilsa and Victor’s life


Victor’s further work


Victor’s experiences


After the war, Rick and Ilsa meet again


Starting the café in Casablanca 
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	Prequel/Sequel
	
	

	Continuity - How well it connects to the film as a pre/sequel
	strong connection to film
	clear connection
	present but weak connection
	lacks a connection

	Accuracy of Characterization
	strong representation of characters - shows a deeper understanding of character
	adequate representation
	weak representation
	no connection to original characters

	Story Effectiveness Evaluation
	strong development of plot
	adequate development of plot
	weak development of plot
	no development of plot

	Organization
	strong, clear organization
	adequate organization
	weak organization
	no clear indication of attempted organization

	Creativity
	unique, original approach
	original approach
	predictable approach
	call the copycat police

	Conventions
	very few/no errors in mechanics
	some errors
	frequent errors
	many errors - difficult to read

	Reminders
	             Dialogue starts a new line
	
	                Punctuation belongs inside quotation marks
	

	                                                                                                     Commas are used when both sides of the conjunction could be a complete sentence
	
	
	
	Identify film title with italics


