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What makes a movie review interesting?  The answer often has little to do with how interesting the film being reviewed is.  Instead, much of the power of a movie review has to deal with the style and attitude of the writer.  Sometimes a review of a bad movie can be more interesting than the review of a good one.  Whether you love it, like it, or hate it, use your writer’s voice to express your opinion and personality.  
Your review must have a sentence or two of plot summary and a statement towards the end about your overall recommendation.  Also, you must cover the effectiveness of the story (plot) and the quality of the acting.  

Plot:
How does the plot develop the story?  Are there subplots? Is the plot interesting? Is it believable?  Is it too complicated?

Acting:
Can the viewer identify with the actors?  What do the actors do well?  What don’t they do well? Is the viewer conscious of who was playing the part? Are smaller roles played as well as big roles?

In addition, here are some common topics, with some possible questions to answer for each.  You should cover at least four of the six topics. Reviews must be typed and double spaced.  
Theme:  What is the basic idea of the film?  What is the film about or concerned with?  Is the theme of the film honest and sincere?
Setting & Costumes:  Do they create the right atmosphere?  Do they blend in? Are they appropriate?

Script:  Does the dialogue seem real?  Are there memorable lines?  Do all the pieces of the story fit together?

Cinematography:  Are there images that are particularly striking?  Does the style of filming add to the effectiveness of the film?  Is the lighting appropriate?

Music:  What purpose does music serve in the film? Is the music effective in creating the mood of individual scenes?  Does it weaken or enhance the overall effectiveness of the film?

In the end, a reviewer writes about a gut-level reaction to the film, working in the above topics where appropriate. Virtually every review will give an overview of the plot, but sometimes some of the other elements won’t be included, though these elements are part of the reviewer’s criteria for judging a film.  Most of all, reviewers must write in an engaging manner or they won’t have jobs.  Use your personality in your writing!
	Movie Review
	
	
	Name____________
	SG  1     2

	Attention Device
	strong, interesting introduction
	interesting introduction
	ineffective introduction
	lack an introduction

	Summary
	Clear and concise
	Too long-creates imbalance
	inaccurate
	none

	Story/Plot Effectiveness Evaluation
	strong support for claim
	adequate support for claim
	weak support for claim
	no support for claim

	Acting Evaluation
	strong support for claim
	adequate support for claim
	weak support for claim
	no support for claim

	Additional Evaluation
	theme   setting    costuming     script    cinematography     music    special effects   other:

 

	 
	strong support for claims
	adequate support for claims
	weak support for claims
	no support for claims

	Conclusion with Recommendation
	strong, summarizing conclusion
	identifiable conclusion
	ineffective conclusion
	lacks a conclusion

	Voice
	has a strong, distinctive voice
	has an appropriate voice
	lacks a distinctive voice
	has erratic or inappropriate voice

	Conventions
	very few/no errors in mechanics
	some errors
	frequent errors
	many errors - difficult to read

	
	
	
	
	

	Reminders
	Avoid "you"
	Avoid "I"
	 Clarify Organization
	 Italicize titles

	
	
	
	
	


