Research Writing : The Power of Choice Assessment
[image: image1.bmp]All assessments must demonstrate critical analysis of source credibility and follow the formal requirements of a final paper.
Option 1:  Compare and contrast textbook findings to research from a magazine and a journal article.
Research directions:  Select a topic from another class for which you use a textbook.   Read the section in the textbook that relates to the topic you’ve chosen. Next, find one article from a periodical (magazine or newspaper) and one from a professional journal.  Remember, articles should be no older than 5 years.

Format:

· Summary of the textbook section 

· Summary of the periodical 



· Summary of the journal article 

· Paragraph of comparison (similarities)-  include 1 citation minimum

· Paragraph of contrast (differences) – include 1 citation minimum
· Works Cited page 

· Provide copies of all three

	Alternative Research Assessment 
	Choice 1
	
	Name___________
	
	

	Summary/Textbook
	Exceptional
	Satisfactory 
	Meets requirements
	Substandard
	Too short
	Too long

	Summary/Periodical
	Exceptional
	Satisfactory 
	Meets requirements
	Substandard
	Inaccurate
	

	Summary/Journal
	Exceptional
	Satisfactory 
	Meets requirements
	Substandard
	
	

	Comparison
	Well developed with 1+ citation
	Satisfactory with 1 citation
	Meets requirements
	Substandard
	Missing citation!!
	

	Contrast
	Well developed with 1+ citation
	Satisfactory with 1 citation
	Meets requirements
	Substandard
	
	

	Citations
	very few/no errors in MLA format
	some errors
	frequent errors
	many errors/improper format/ not present
	Punct.
	Paranthetical issues

	Conventions
	very few/no errors in mechanics
	some errors
	frequent errors
	many errors - difficult to read
	
	

	Work Cited Entries
	very few/no errors in MLA format
	some errors
	frequent errors
	many errors/improper format/ not present
	
	

	Copies Provided? 
	Yes   No
	
	
	
	
	



Option 2:  Compare and contrast primary and secondary sources on the same topic.
* handout on primary and secondary sources

Research directions: Select a significant event that would have the potential for primary (firsthand accounts) and secondary sources.  Locate one primary source and two secondary sources.

Format:


· Summary of the primary source

· Summary of the first secondary source 



· Summary of the second secondary source 

· Paragraph of comparison/contrast of the primary sources and the first secondary source – include 1 citation minimum

· Paragraph of comparison/contrast of the primary sources and the second secondary source – include 1 citation minimum

· Works Cited page 


· Provide copies of all three

	Alternative Research Assessment 
	Choice 2
	
	Name___________
	
	

	Summary/Primary 
	Exceptional
	Satisfactory 
	Meets requirements
	Substandard
	Inaccurate
	

	Summary/Secondary 1
	Exceptional
	Satisfactory 
	Meets requirements
	Substandard
	
	

	Summary/Secondary 2
	Exceptional
	Satisfactory 
	Meets requirements
	Substandard
	Missing citation!!
	

	Compare/Contrast P/S1
	Well developed with 1+ citation
	Satisfactory with 1 citation
	Meets requirements
	Substandard
	
	

	Compare/Contrast P/S2
	Well developed with 1+ citation
	Satisfactory with 1 citation
	Meets requirements
	Substandard
	Punct.
	Paranthetical issues

	Citations
	very few/no errors in MLA format
	some errors
	frequent errors
	many errors/improper format/ not present
	
	

	Conventions
	very few/no errors in mechanics
	some errors
	frequent errors
	many errors - difficult to read
	
	

	Work Cited Entries
	very few/no errors in MLA format
	some errors
	frequent errors
	many errors/improper format/ not present
	
	

	Copies Provided? 
	Yes   No
	
	
	
	
	


Option 3: Compare and contrast two articles which present differing viewpoints on the same topic. 

Research directions:  Select a controversial topic of interest. (A narrowed angle of a larger controversy will work best.) Locate two credible sources of featuring different viewpoints.

Format:


· Summary of the first source
· Summary of the second source



· Paragraph of analysis of how the first source addresses the topic. Consider tone, quality of support, and overall persuasiveness. -include 1 citation minimum

· Paragraph of analysis of how the second source addresses the topic. Consider tone, quality of support, and overall persuasiveness.- include 1 citation minimum

· Conclusion paragraph featuring your opinion on which source was the most effective in presenting its viewpoint (regardless if you agree with that viewpoint)

· Works Cited page 
· Provide copies of both 
	
	
	
	Name___________


Option 3 Tip Sheet 

 Use this information to help formulate your analysis. Don’t feel limited in using only these concepts though.
Tone: 
"Tone in writing refers to the writer's attitude toward the reader and the subject of the message. The overall tone of a written message affects the reader just as one's tone of voice affects the listener in everyday exchanges" (Ober 88). Tone is present in all communication activities. Ultimately, the tone of a message is a reflection of the writer and it does affect how the reader will perceive the message.
Ober, Scott. Contemporary Business Communication. 2nd Edition. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1995.

Quality of support:  Consider variety in the types of support and how effective the support is in providing evidence. Also consider the credibility of the support provided. 

Two types of evidence:

First hand (primary) research is research is conducted by the author/source such as interviews, experiments, surveys, or personal experience and anecdotes.

Second hand (secondary) research is research the author/source is getting from various texts that have been supplied and compiled by others such as books, periodicals, and websites.

Persuasiveness: Evaluate the author/source’s use of logos, pathos, and ethos.

Logos - appeals to the audience’s rationality (Forceful, clear arguments)

Pathos - appeals to the audience’s emotions

Ethos - appeals based on the author’s character (credibility: expertise, perceived good intentions, and audience’s perception of purpose)

General organization of ideas: present each premise clearly, provide evidence for each premise, and draw a clear connection to the conclusion. 


Thanks OWL and Ms. Kaercher’s old anonymous handouts!
	Alternative Research Assessment 
	Choice 3
	
	Name___________
	Comments:
	

	Summary/Source 1
	Exceptional
	Satisfactory 
	Meets requirements
	Substandard
	Missing citation!!
	

	Summary/Source 2
	Exceptional
	Satisfactory 
	Meets requirements
	Substandard
	
	

	Analysis/Source 1
	Well developed with 1+ citation
	Satisfactory with 1 citation
	Meets requirements
	Substandard
	
	

	Analysis/Source 2
	Well developed with 1+ citation
	Satisfactory with 1 citation
	Meets requirements
	Substandard
	Punct.
	Paranthetical issues

	Conclusion/Opinion
	Exceptional
	Satisfactory 
	Meets requirements
	Substandard
	
	

	Citations
	very few/no errors in MLA format
	some errors
	frequent errors
	many errors/improper format/ not present
	
	

	Conventions
	very few/no errors in mechanics
	some errors
	frequent errors
	many errors - difficult to read
	
	

	Work Cited Entries
	very few/no errors in MLA format
	some errors
	frequent errors
	many errors/improper format/ not present
	
	

	Copies Provided? 
	Yes   No
	 
	 
	 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


