Apollo High School

Algebra 1

Syllabus 2010-2011
Trimesters 1, 2, and 3

Instructor:  Barb Rasmussen

barbara.rasmussen@isd742.org









(320)253-1600, extension 2725

Description:
Algebra 1 students will work with real numbers, linear equations, inequalities, graphing in the coordinate plane, problem solving, formulas, chance and data, powers and exponents, quadratic equations, factoring, relations, and functions.  

Prerequisite:
The prerequisite for taking this class is approval of the 8th grade instructor.

Calculator:
A scientific calculator is required.  

Textbook:
Algebra 1; Larson, Boswell, Kanold, and Stiff; McDougal Littell.  To connect with this textbook online, use activate.classzone.com and enter activation code 3358728 with 100 in the second box.  As a new user you will need to create a student account with a user name and password.
Course Units:
Expressions, equations, and functions; properties of real numbers; solving linear equations; graphing linear equations and functions; writing linear equations; solving and graphing linear inequalities; systems of equations and inequalities; exponents and exponential functions; polynomials and factoring; quadratic equations and functions; radicals and geometry connections; and rational equations and functions.

Attendance:
Students are expected to be in class for the entire time that they are scheduled.  Two points will be earned each day for attendance.  Students must stay in their seats until the bell rings each class period or lose their attendance points for the day.


Be on time for class!  Use of the restroom and getting drinks of water must be taken care of during the five-minute passing time allowed between classes.  When a student is tardy to class, one point will be earned that day for attendance.



Students who are absent are responsible for making up the missed class(es).  A student will have the same number of days to complete missed assignments as the number of classes missed.  If an assignment is due when students are absent, it will be due immediately upon their return.



Unexcused absences will result in a zero for any assignments/tests due or given that day.  For an unexcused absence, zero points will be earned that day for attendance.




Day 5 will be an IS (Independent Study) day.  Students will be tested on Day 6, so IS day is a study/review day and a review assignment will be given that day.  Students with questions before the test should stay for lab on IS day.  No questions will be answered before the test on Day 6.  Freshmen, sophomores, and those students who are not maintaining a grade of B or better will stay for lab on IS day.

Homework:
Assignments will consist of practice problems and a section in the textbook to read.  Three points will be awarded for all completed assignments.  Assignments, however, must be completed on time and with appropriate work shown for full credit.  Homework and attendance will be worth 20% of a student's final grade.
Assessments:
Students will be tested on approximately four sections from the textbook each Day 6.  Assessments will be worth 80% of a student's final grade.



If students have no missing work, they will be allowed to retest for up to 79% of the possible test points.  They will always receive the better of the two scores. 

Grades:
Grades are equivalent to the following percentages:

100-98%=A+
89-88%=B+
79-78%=C+
69-68%=D+

97-93%=A
87-83%=B
77-73%=C
67-63%=D

92-90%=A-
82-80%=B-
72-70%=C-
62-60%=D-
Below 60%=F

Opportunities for extra credit may be awarded, provided the student is current with all assignments, projects, and tests.  Extra credit may take the form of board work, worksheets, special problems, etc.  If a student has all assignments turned in, five points extra credit will be awarded on Day 6 and added to the student's test score.

Participation:
Active, positive, and relevant participation is expected from all class members.  Students who fail to participate in class, or who participate in a disruptive and inappropriate manner, will lose their attendance points for the day.

Special Policies:Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and students will be held accountable for any infractions.  Examples of this would be 1) Cheating on a quiz or test by using concealed answers or by copying another student's work, 2) Offering to another student the answers to a quiz or test, whether solicited or unsolicited, in written or oral communications, 3) Theft of assignments, worksheets, notes, notebooks, tests, or test answer keys, and 4) Lying about academic activities.

A pencil or pen and a notebook for assignments and taking notes, including vocabulary words, are required.
Cell phones and listening devices must be turned off and out-of-sight in the classroom.  If this rule is broken, attendance points for the day will be lost.
There will be no eating or drinking, except water, in the classroom.  No hats or hoods can be worn in the classroom.
Students are asked to push their chairs in under their desks and to pick up any litter around their desks and deposit it into the trash can before leaving the classroom.

Respect others, respect yourself, and respect property!

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Three extra credit points will be awarded for reading, signing, and returning this syllabus by Friday, March 18, 2011.

Student: __________________________
Parent/Guardian: _____________________________

Any comments/concerns:


Email address







or phone number:______________________________

