Apollo High School

Course Syllabus 2008 – 2009

Mr. David Vaerst – Room 821

Phone:  253 – 1600, Extension 2821

E-Mail: david.vaerst@isd742.org

Course Title: Pre-Algebra



         
   Length of Course: Full Year

Prerequisite: Instructor Approval

Textbook: Pre-Algebra; Larson, Boswell, Kanold, and Stiff:  McDougal Littell, a

      division of Houghton Mifflin Company.

Calculator: A Scientific Calculator is REQUIRED, and will be used at the discretion of


         the instructor.

Course Description: Students will work with whole numbers, fractions, mixed numbers,



           decimals, integers, percent, and order of operations to solve problems



           involving addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division.  Students



           will also be introduced to basic geometry, graphing and the coordinate



           plane, beginning algebra, algebraic equations, and probability.

Course Units: This Pre-Algebra course consists of 13 chapters.  Topics covered may include:

Variables, Expressions, Integers, Equations, Factors, Fractions, Exponents,

Rational Numbers, Ratio, Proportion, Probability, Percents, Linear Functions,

Real Numbers, Right Triangles, Measurement, Area, Volume, Data Analysis,

Polynomials, Nonlinear Functions, Angle Relationships, and Transformations.

Meeting Times: Pre-Algebra is scheduled to meet on Days 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6.

        

    Day 5 is reserved for Open Lab time if the student falls behind in

    their assignments, or to make up any missing quizzes or tests.


Note:
Any student with missing assignments will be required to attend class



for the entire period on Day 5.  Attendance will be taken!  Failure to



report will result in a truancy.

Recommendations for Enrichment: Students are encouraged to choose homework






 problems appropriate to their ability and needs.

Class Rules

*  Be prepared and ready to learn (pencil, paper, book, homework, calculator, etc.).

*  It is your responsibility to keep track of your grade at all times.

*  All late assignments, missing quizzes, or missing tests are due the last day of

    of the trimester.

Grading Policy

Tests:

100 points each.

Quizzes:

  50 points each.

Assignments:
100 points per trimester.  (See Assignment Policy below).

Final Grade:  Your Total Points  ÷  Total Points Possible


   Percent

Grade

   Percent

Grade
98% - 100% 
(
    A+

78% -  79%
(
    C+



93% -  97% 
(
    A

73% -  77%
(
    C



90% -  92%
(
    A-

70% -  72%
(
    C-



88% -  89%
(
    B+

68% -  69%
(
    D+



83% -  87%
(
    B

63% -  67%
(
    D



80% -  82%
(
    B-

55% -  62%
(
    D-

BELOW 55%      (       F

Assignment Policy

*  Assignments will be reviewed and turned in on a daily basis.

*  Assignments must be turned in ON TIME to receive full credit.  (“ON TIME”

    means assignments are due the next day class meets).

*  Each missing assignment will result in a loss of 10 assignment points, up to

    a maximum of 100 points.  Lost assignment points can not be made up!

Test/Retest Policy

*  All tests MUST be completed within the class period.  NO TIME EXTENSIONS!

*  A permanent zero will be recorded for each unexcused absence (school policy).

    PERMANENT ZEROS CAN NOT BE MADE UP . . . think, before you skip!

    Any missing assignments must be turned in before taking a retest.

*Retests will be given at the discretion of the instructor.

