Apollo High School

French I

Course Syllabus

2007-8
Instructor: Paulette Anderson

Classroom: B601

Phone: 253-1600 ext-2601

For help come at 8:00am and 2:16 pm

Back-scheduling: Days 3 and 4
E-mail: Paulette.Anderson@isd742.org
Course Description


French I is a full year course and the only prerequisite is an interest in learning more about the French language and culture.  The focus in French I is to stimulate an interest in making new sounds and a curiosity in other countries that share this language.

It is planned to provide a comfortable learning atmosphere where students can feel confident as they grow in their ability to use a new language. Course content follows the first eight units of the first level of the C’est a Toi series.  A variety of learning tools are used including a textbook, worksheets, stories, quizzes, orals, videos, CDs, projects and fieldtrips.  Partner and group work are encouraged at times.

Class Attendance:  


Regular class attendance is a major factor in the students’ progress.  Without this, pronunciation and other aspects of language learning will not develop properly.  Students need to be in class to practice their skill building.  It is the students’ responsibility to take care of make-up work for full credit.  UNEXCUSED ABSENCES NEED TO BE MADE UP AS WELL but not for full credit.  This is usually a 50% reduction.

Back-scheduling:


Level 1 students need to report to class all six days of the cycle at the beginning of their class period.  On days 3 and 4 the teacher will release the students who have NO outstanding work or absences. Half of the class will always stay to work on a small group activity.  Those with incomplete work or imperfect attendance will stay to work with the teacher both days in B601.  A student must stay when asked or it will be reported as a skip.  This is the opportunity for each student to become caught up on work and comprehension.  The monthly homework calendar will be a student’s way of communicating missing work in this class and should be signed at the beginning and end of each month by the parent.
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Special Policies:


Honesty is extremely important in this class and as a life skill. No answers to tests or quizzes are to leave the room or to be shared with others unless so directed by the teacher. If a test or quiz paper leaves the room either deliberately or mistakenly, it reverts to a zero.

Extra Credit

Students may gain extra credit each trimester through a list of acceptable extra-credit items generated by the teacher.  A typical amount of extra-credit will not exceed 30 points per trimester.  Students will be given this list in September. 

Recommendations for Enrichment

· Speak French whenever possible

· Join French Club and attend monthly meetings

· Watch and listen to French videos

· Listen to French music

· Visit French web sites on the Internet

· Attend a play at Theatre de la Jeune Lune or the Guthrie in Minneapolis

· Practice and teach others what you have learned every day

· Travel to New England, Louisiana, Canada, France and French-speaking countries to sample the culture and the language

· Participate in the French Concordia Language Village summer camps or mini-week-ends

· Host a student from our sister city of St. Cloud, France near Paris and stay with that student’s family in France

Requirements


Students need to attend class every day of the cycle and give all work their personal best.  Progress is the goal and establishing a comfort zone in acquiring this new language.  Make-up work must be completed within one cycle or a 50% reduction will be given on missing work.


The following supplies are required: a pencil, large eraser, 1” or 2” ring binder or pocket folder, paper for note-taking, and a set of 8-10 thin or medium markers.

Homework calendars


Each student will be given a monthly homework calendar at the beginning of each month.  This will become his/her record of completed work for French.  The front will show orals, video work, homework and extra credit, and the back will reflect quizzes, tests and projects.  Each homework assignment is worth 5 points.  One late

Stamp is given with no questions asked per month at the full 5 points.  Succeeding lates will equal 2 points each.  All work is given one to five days in advance.  The master calendar is shown at the beginning and end of each class hour to allow students to copy both new and old work.  


The calendars are collected at the end of the month and the points are totaled and entered in the teacher’s grade book.  The calendars are returned to the students and the front total is moved to the back to join other recorded work.  The calendar becomes a student’s monthly grade book.  The student keeps all calendars until the end of the school year (9 total). Students are encouraged to share these calendars at the beginning and end of each month with their parents/families.

Attendance and seating


The teacher generates a seating plan each trimester.  Student’s needs are taken in to consideration and honored when necessary.  


The student signs-in at the back of the classroom each day on a posted seating plan with his/her first and last name and grade.  This becomes the basic daily attendance record.  If a student arrives late to class, he/she signs in before taking his/her seat.  This process allows the teacher to begin class more smoothly and address needs promptly.


A student forgetting to sign-in could be counted absent.  It becomes very important to sign-in routinely.


A pass should be given to the teacher to excuse a tardy or an absence. Unexcused absences will count against the total points achieved by the student.
