St. Cloud School District 742

Apollo High School

Concert Band Handbook
Welcome to Concert Band at Apollo High School! My name is Ms. Scherer and I will be teaching 6th and 7th grade bands at Kennedy, and Concert, Symphonic and Jazz bands at Apollo High School in St. Cloud. I am looking forward to getting to know all the band students and making a lot of music!

It is very important that you read the handbook thoroughly.
Schedule:
Concert Band meets days 2-4-6 during period 3. 
Band Supplies:
Brass and woodwind students will be asked to purchase Standard of Excellence Book 3. Percussion students will be asked to purchase Alfred’s Drum Book 2. Please see attached order form, and make checks payable to Eckroth Music. Please put checks and order forms in an envelope and return them to the band teacher. 

Students should come prepared for class. This means having their instrument, music folder, and A PENCIL. 
Students and parents are responsible for purchasing other miscellaneous supplies such as reeds, drumsticks, valve oil, etc on their own. 
SmartMusic©:
The St. Cloud School District Band Program would like to highly recommend the

use of SmartMusic© as an aid to practicing at home. This software will be used in the

classroom and has incredible application for the beginning and intermediate band student. Please see the attached SmartMusic© letter for more details.

***The St. Cloud School District has received a discount on SmartMusic© student subscriptions. Student subscriptions may be purchased for $18.75 and microphones can be purchased for $14.96. This is a fantastic deal!
Classroom Behavior:

Students are expected to enter the classroom quietly, get out their instruments according to procedure and find their seats. Once students have their instruments properly assembled and are in their seats, they may warm-up. 

Warm-up time should be used wisely! This is a time to be playing long tones, scales or difficult passages in concert music. Students should be playing their own instruments.

Students are expected to practice good rehearsal etiquette. This includes playing at appropriate times, and listening at appropriate times. 

Students should put away instruments neatly in their proper places, and should not leave any garbage on the band room floor, chairs, or stands. 

Students are not to have any food or drink in the band room besides water. 

Classroom Management Plan:
1. Verbal Warning

2. Loss of 1-4 daily points

3. Meeting with teacher after class
4. Phone call/meeting with parents/guardians
5. Meeting with principal

6. In School Suspension

In extreme cases, the teacher holds the right to skip management steps
Grading:
Students will be graded based on their participation in daily group band, performances, lessons, playing tests and written assignments. 
Group Band: Students will receive five points a day for participating in group band. Points may be taken away as follows:

Unexcuxed absence 5 pts
Missing Instrument/Parts of Instrument 5 pts

Missing Music Folder 5 pts

Effort/Behavior 1-4 pt(s)
Performances: 
Concerts/Festivals: 20 points each
Concert dates should be recorded on a frequently viewed calendar. See concert schedule. 
Pep band 5 points each:
Concert band students are invited to participate in Pep band events. This Fall there will be two opportunities to perform at football games. It is required that students attend at least one. See attached schedule. Athletes will be excused, but need to complete a practice journal (see teacher for more details). There will be additional winter events scheduled later this Fall. 

Individual Lessons: Students will be asked to come to individual or small group lessons. Each lesson will be worth 5 points. Students should attend at least 2-3 lessons a trimester. 
Playing tests and written assignments: It becomes necessary to assess students through playing tests and written work at times throughout a grading period. Each test or assignment will be worth 5 points.

Outside Practice:

It is expected that students come to group band with their music prepared. Group band is a time for rehearsal, not practice. Students should have a goal of 30 min of outside practice a day. Practice rooms are available in the music wing during the day, and before and after school most week days. I do not require concert band students to keep a practice log. 
School Owned Instruments and Rental:
There are several instruments that are provided by Apollo High School to students through rental. This includes percussion instruments. Students whom this applies to will receive a contract agreement which needs to be signed and returned with payment for the year to the student’s band director before the end of September. Rental will be $50 for woodwind and brass instruments and $10 for percussionists. If students are on free or reduced lunch, the cost will be waived. 
2008-2009 Concert/Performance Schedule:

September 29—Pep band with North Jr. High 8th graders; 5pm

October 15—Pep band; Football vs. Willmar at Apollo 7pm (Arrival Time TBD)
November 10—Band Concert; 7:30pm in the Apollo Auditorium (Arrival Time TBD)
March 2— Band Concert; 7:30pm in the Apollo Auditorium (Arrival Time TBD)
April 8—Band Large Group Festival (At Apollo; School Hours)
May 18—North Side Band Concert; 7:30pm in the Apollo Gym (Arrival Time TBD)

May 26—Band Concert; 7:30pm in the Apollo Auditorium (Arrival time TBD)

Contact Information:
Ms. Jessica Scherer

jessica.scherer@isd742.org
Apollo High School #253-1600 (2835)

Please sign, detach and return

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read and understood the band handbook for Concert Band at Apollo High School. I received a method book order form, a letter about SmartMusic©, and a concert schedule. 
Student__________________________________________
Parent(s)/Guardian___________________________________________
