Language Arts 9

Semester 2

Teacher:  Mrs. Bell

Email:      larissa.bell@isd742.org
Phone:     (320) 252-2231 ext. 3304

Classroom:  304

Welcome:  

Welcome to Language Arts 9.  In order for this class to be truly effective, we must get to know one another.  I am Larissa Bell.  I went to Milaca High School in Milaca, MN.  After high school, I attended Moorhead State University and later transferred to St. Cloud State University.  While at Moorhead State, I played on the girl’s rugby team.  Rugby is like football, but without the pads. I am married, my husband’s name is Joe, and we have four pets.  We have three dogs (boxer, rot-mastiff, and black lab mix) and a cat!  Only one of them has a tail, can you guess which one?  I love reading, music, four-wheeling, snowmobiling, and spending time with my family.  I entered the teaching profession because I love my subject and I love teaching people important lifelong skills.  I hope that this has given you a brief glimpse of who I am.  I look forward to learning all about you!  ~Mrs. Bell~

Course Description:

You are going to be involved in a Language Arts experience that will last a lifetime.  Our studies will include approaches to reading, experiences with writing, and opportunities for discussion and practice in listening.  We will seek to build on your current knowledge, work through new and challenging information, and apply ourselves beyond the classroom.  You will be expected to actively engage in the coursework.  We will be working together in an energetic environment.  Thank you for your dedication to success! 

Materials Required:  

Every day, students are expected to come to class with a note-taking notebook, journaling notebook, pencil, folder, and a reading book.  There is only a classroom set of textbooks for this class, so students will not be bringing home a textbook.  Students, when needed, will checkout novels.  The teacher will provide all supplementary materials.  

Objectives:


Students will actively engage in the reading process and read, understand, respond to, analyze, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate a wide variety of fiction and non-fiction texts.

· Students will write in narrative, expository, descriptive, persuasive, and critical modes.  


Students will engage in the writing process with careful attention to the six-traits.  


Students will apply standard English conventions when writing.


Students will locate and use information in reference materials.

These outcomes are in accordance with the Minnesota Academic Standards for Language Arts generated by the Department of Education.  

Classroom Citizenship:

Together, we will ensure we are working in a safe, comfortable, and productive classroom.  The policy of this classroom is as follows:

1. Respect

a. Students are to respect self, others, and property.

b.  This is an inclusive classroom and everyone should feel welcome, so do your part.  

2. Responsibility

a. I will not hound you for homework.  

b. Homework due is posted on the board, bulletin board and online.  It is your responsibility to make sure all assignments are turned in.  

3. Pride

a. All work turned in should show clear effort and careful thought.  

b. Take pride in your work!   

*** Students get a choice in their detention; 1: they can serve detention with me, about 15 minutes, doing some chore, or 2: they can be written up, which then goes on record and is up to the school on  consequences ***

Assignments:

There will be a various quizzes throughout each unit.  At the end of every unit there will be a test made up of multiple choice, matching, fill in the blank, T/F, and short answer questions.  Students will also have papers, speeches, and projects.  Finally, there will be a variety of assignments that must be completed before each class period.  

**Note: There are some assignments that must be completed in order to pass this class.  If you do not do the final at the end of each unit, you will be given an incomplete until it is turned in.  If you do not turn it in, then you will not pass my class. This is a department wide policy.**

Assessment Criteria:


Students will complete quizzes, tests, assignments, and projects.


Test dates will be announced in class and written on the agenda board.


Students will earn 5 points a-day for participation.  These points can be taken away due to an absence, tardy, or lack of participation. See Absence/Tardiness for more information.

All group projects are graded both as a whole and individually.  If you do not participate in your group, your grade for that project will be affected.

Method of Evaluation:

Evaluation is done through written quizzes and tests.  Also, students will be graded on class participation, class discussion, assignments, papers, speeches, and projects.  Note:  grading will be shaded based on your percentage.  

Absence/Tardiness:

Students are expected to be in their seat and doing the daily opener activity by the time the bell rings.  If a student misses a day, then they will lose the participation points for that day.  Make-up participation points may be excused at the teacher’s discretion.  If participation points need to be made-up, this can be done by: reading a short story (provided by the teacher) and writing a ½ page response to the reading.  Students are also responsible for getting the notes and assignment for the day missed.  Extra copies of all assignments can be found under the table by the door.  Students should get the assignment and notes, either before or after class.   

 
3 tardy = 1 detention with Teacher or Write up
Note:   Participation points are earned through: class discussion and other in-class activities.  Participation points may be lost through: absence, tardies, lack of attention, talking in class, off task, cell phones, I-pods, lacking materials, etc…If you do not participate in class, then you will not receive the points.  Participation points may be excused at the discretion of the teacher.  If you are absent for any reason, you do not earn the points for that day.  You can earn those points by coming in before or after school and getting the instruction with me, but only if it is an excused absence.  

Late Assignments: 
I expect assignment, papers, and speeches to be turned in at the beginning of class each day, unless otherwise specified.  For every day that a student fails to turn in their assignment, 10% of the grade will be lost.  Students can receive 50% of the grade if the late assignment is turned in by the end of the quarter.  Please note that at the end of the quarter the assignment will receive a zero.  At this point there is NO opportunity to gain those points back.  Students are responsible for turning their work in on time.  In this section assignment means in and out of class work, papers, speeches, and projects.  

**Note: If it is a final for a unit that is late, it can be turned in anytime before the end of the semester, but it will only receive at maximum 50% of the grade.**

Extra Credit: 

Extra credit is not offered in this course.   

Academic Integrity Policy:  

Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to:

Cheating on quiz or test, copying an assignment or worksheet or divulging information about a test, offering another student answers on an assignment, worksheet, quiz, or test, whether solicited or unsolicited, in written or verbal communications, use of a cell phone during a quiz or test, theft of intellectual property such as assignments, worksheets, tests, or answer keys, lying to a teacher about academic activities, or failing to indicate quotations taken from another source or failing to identify sources in writing (i.e., plagiarism).  Students who act dishonestly will receive a zero for that project and possibly for the whole course.  If a student receives a zero for this reason, they are still responsible for completing the assignment to the teacher’s satisfaction.  

Cell Phones:

If I see a cell phone in my class, I will take it. Cell phones are a distraction and will not be used in class.  If there is a special situation, then the teacher must be notified before class starts.  This is your only warning.  Cell phones and other accessories (hats, I-pods, mp3 players, etc...) can be picked up at the end of the day from SAO.  

Course Outline:  


Unit 1: Secret Life of Bees (Susan Monk Kidd)

Unit 2: Romeo & Juliet (William Shakespeare)
Unit 3: Night (Elie Wiesel)

Unit 4: Of Mice and Men (John Steinbeck)

** We will also be covering roots, prefixes, suffixes, denotation, connotation, homonyms, and etymology throughout the semester.  
***Note: 9th graders will be taking the State Writing test.  We will do practice prompts throughout the quarter in preparation. ***

------------------------------------------------------cut--------------------------------------------------

Dear parents/guardians,

Welcome to the course.  If you ever have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me.  I believe in keeping an open line of communication to all my students and parents/guardians.  Please read this syllabus over with your child and sign the bottom.  This is an assignment and students will earn points for having you sign it.  Thank You.  

Parent/guardian Signature:______________________________________

Student signature:_____________________________________________

