LA9 Communications   Course Syllabus   Ms. Brandner Room 634 
phone: 253-1300 ex2634 
email: missy.brandner@isd742.org
staff page: http://staffweb.isd742.org/mbrandne/
Welcome to the beginning of Communications class!  Thank you for being here.  Here is what I want you to know:

YES, you will be speaking in this class…and writing, and reading, and listening.

YES, we will have a great time in the process.

YES, I expect you to participate in this class.

YES, you will have opportunities to make choices about what we do in here.

YES, I will be honest with you, support you, and care about what you have to say.

YES, I know you have great minds, bring them to class and share.

I HOPE you show up for class.

I HOPE you do the assignments; you will use the material we cover.

I HOPE you are kind to others, if anywhere, here.

I HOPE you become more confident and proud speakers.

I HOPE you push yourself beyond your box, sometimes learning is uncomfortable.

I HOPE you bring the things you are passionate about to this class.

I HOPE you leave here with something of value.

___________________________________________________________________________________

What Will We Do?

· Fundamentals of Communication 
· Rhetorical Analysis
· Speech Delivery 
*Speeches: (include but not limited to) Artifact, Informative, Impromptu, Group, Persuasive
Why?

· Being a more knowledgeable, confident, and skillful speaker will help you get what you want.

· Minnesota Department of Education Language Arts Standards 

· Preparation for consecutive courses at Apollo, the collegiate level, and the workforce.

How Does This Classroom Work?

· I will treat you with respect so you know how to treat me.

· You are welcome in this classroom as long as you are respectful.

· Feel free to do anything that doesn’t cause a problem for someone else.
· If you come with a problem, come with a solution.
· The 5 Ps: PROMPT, POSITIVE, POLITE, PREPARED, PRODUCTIVE   Adhering to the 5 Ps earns you 2 points per day (That’s 10 points per week = 120 points per trimester.)  You must be in attendance to earn these points. 5 P Points are calculated and posted along with your class grades. 
Classroom Expectations

Rule #1: Be respectful of this classroom and everything in it.

Consequence: If a student is disrespectful or causes a problem, Mrs. Brandner will do something.

Rule #2: Refer to rule #1.

Assignments/Coursework

· You will be expected to collect missed work in the Classroom Operations and Assignment Log and handout bin located in the front of the classroom.  

· Previously assigned worked is due upon return to class.  The easiest way to pass this class is to be here and be involved.  

· Late work will be accepted at the teacher’s discretion and will receive passing credit (60%) if completed sufficiently.  Timely work is worth more.
· All incoming work should be placed in the Assignments Due basket in the front of the room.
· If you are marked truant to class (skipping) there will be no option for make-up or late work acceptance. If you skip class, you earn zero (0) percent for the 5-P Points, assignments due and/or in class activities or credit.
· Extra credit opportunities are rare and limited. Proper usage of daily vocabulary usage within a speech is the one established method for extra credit.
Grades

A+   100%
B+   88-89%
C+   78-79%
D+   68-69%
F   <60%   

A      93-99%
B     83-87%
C     73-77%
D     63-67%

A-     90-92%
B-    80-82%
C-    70-72%
D-    60-62%

Accommodations/Enrichment
Ms. Brandner is willing and able to accommodate the individual needs of each student in the classroom.  Please feel free to communicate specific needs or adjustments to the coursework if and when they arise.

Academic Integrity Policy
All students are expected to exhibit personal honesty in their work.  Academic integrity allows each student to be evaluated on his/her personal accomplishments and achieve scholastic achievements equally.

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to:

1. Cheating on a quiz or test.

2. Copying an assignment or divulging information about a test.

3. Offering another student answers to an assignment, whether solicited or unsolicited, in written or verbal form.

4. Theft of intellectual property, such as assignments, worksheets, tests, or answer keys.

5. Lying to a teacher about academic activities.

6. Failing to indicate quotations taken from a source or failing to identify sources in writing (i.e. plagiarism).

Please work independently unless otherwise instructed by the teacher.

Penalty:   Students who act in an academically dishonest manner will receive a ‘no credit’ (a zero) for any and all assignments which were not their own intellectual work.  Additional consequences to academic dishonesty may result in failure of the course.

Mrs. Brandner’s final words of advice: 
If you come with a problem, come with a solution.






Ask for what you need.






Expect to learn something.

I am happy to welcome you to class!

